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	SOHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION
	

	
	Committee Meeting
	

	
	23rd  July 2013
	

	
	
	

	
	“The Fountain” 8pm  Courtesy of Zoe and John
	

	
	
	

	
	Present:                 Anne Pallett, Chair
Sara Lang, Minute Secretary and PR
Maura Castling
Maureen Hardingham
Janice Gordon
Ann Jarman
Chloe

	

	
	A Pallett presented J Gordon with an appropriate bouquet to reward her for her excellent costume at the Bastille Day Party. Thanks offered to all to help make the Bastille Day party such a success.  Before a film night might be a good way to look at photos if they cannot be viewed beforehand by all. Please if anyone hasn’t seen the photos yet and would like to, let the secretary know and we can send you them on disk. 

	

	
	Minute taker:         Sara Lang
	Action

	1. 
	Apologies :  Vivienne Robinson, Peter Beer

	

	2. 
	Agree minutes of  18th June 2013    

Agreed.  Chair signed. 

	

	3. 
	Matters Arising 
No matters arising
	  

	4. 
	Treasurer’s Report
The £15 cheque has not yet been presented to cover costs for the Soham Carnival. S Lang delivered this in person so can only assume it has got lost or not yet paid in. Treasurer would prefer not to take action yet. S Lang to accept cash from raffle receipts in re-imbursement for Bastille Day expenses.  We do not know yet about V Robinson’s expenses but is expected to be around £30.  Therefore BDP total costs would amount to around £35.
We have a balance of £2,128 in hand, see breakdown below.

LLOYDS BANK TSB 

£ 596.42

CAMBRIDGE B.S.


£1531.81






------------

CASH IN BANK AND B.S.

£2128.23






=======


	

	5. 
	Bastille Day Party – feedback 
Approximately 50 people attended our event and we had lovely weather.  All went off splendidly with the minimum of fuss and loads of helpers.  A piece has been written for the website and this will go up in due course with pictures.

A huge vote of thanks is extended to Vivienne and the family for the suggestion, organisation and the use of their garden.  It was agreed a written vote of thanks would be a good idea.  J Gordon asked whether thanks had been extended to Corinne for the face-painting.  She has already agreed to appear at the Pumpkin Fair to do same, so a card to say thank you should be sent. When her Belgium friend arrives she will contact A Pallett.  M Castling said £72 on the raffle was an excellent result and almost paid for the event.  We had a great response for the cakes donation, too. Congratulations were extended all round. It was a huge success.

	SL
SL

	6. 
	Ideas and projects Rachida’s visit – feedback and update
Maureen and Raj have been in touch with Rachida since she got back from her visit in June.  This idea could be progressed for the future.  She arranged it via the Twinning and we have had very good feedback from her.  But it was thought 2 weeks should be split between different members of the association. And it should be discussed with all if we did it again.  Progress to future meetings.
 
	

	7. 
	Meeting up with Burwell Twinning (and other twinning groups)
Burwell are very interested in getting involved.  But usually people of only a certain age are available.  

M Hardingham was speaking to someone at the BDP and found out that Ely is twinned with Poland!  Not that that matters.  Newmarket Twinning group did not respond at all to our invitation to the BDP, despite reminders sent out by S Lang. M Hardingham suggested another meet-up at the Pumpkin Fair which is 28/9/13. J Gordon suggested arranging a special evening event or inviting the groups  to AGM.  But as they are already on our mailing list they are invited anyway.  A get-together at the Portuguese café “A Tasca” is another venue idea.  Or an invitation for drinks in September time. About 12 people would be ideal, in a public venue arena.   

It was again mooted that we should progress the involvement of the younger community and engage in the trips that the schools do for the children, and exchanges.  We had no children at the BDP. CRB checks are necessary.  J Gordon is CRB checked already!
It was noted that Arthur MCClelland hasn’t appeared for weeks to any of our events. He said he was going to bring his wife.  He has been unavailable for recent events.    
We discussed the possibility of using the Maids Head, at Wicken, possibly for an annual event  or at A Tasca, in Soham.    S Lang to arrange. J Gordon spoke about Fordham Society.  We could meet up with them.  J Gordon does not any longer know the organiser who used to be Wendy Pink, but we could find out using the internet.  M Hardingham suggested meeting up at the Fordham Garden Centre, but this is only available during the day.

	SL

	
	
	

	8. 
	AOB
It is the KD treasure hunt this weekend. Are we interested in supporting them?  A Pallett might like to attend to see how it is done.   

	

	
	  Date of Next meeting
	

	
	The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 24th  September 2013, 8pm at “The Fountain” 
The meeting closed at 21:20
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Email address for  S Lang (secretary) is sara3lang@talktalk.net
Please do not now contact her on the bt address

Phone numbers are (01353) 720121, work is (01223) 226160 and mobile is 07719 205490  
1

